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"A journey of a thousand miles begins beneath one's feet."
— Lao Tzu, Tao Te Ching, Ch. 64

The Cartography of the First Step

Every Step Leaves A Trace

There is no map for the ground you are standing on. Maps trace the road ahead,
the mountains still blue with distance, but no one has ever thought to draw the
square foot of earth beneath a traveler's boot. It is too close, too obvious, too
unfinished to matter. And yet it is the only ground that has ever been certain.

A river does not know its own delta. It only knows the next inch of soil it is
permitted to soften. So too with the quiet, unglamorous work of change: the
organiser drafting one letter, the teacher unlocking one classroom door, the
volunteer sitting an hour with one child. None of it looks like the beginning of
anything. It looks like the whole of nothing. But every step leaves a trace. Not
because it is large, but because it was taken at all, because someone, somewhere,
chose to stand exactly here before choosing to move. This is the ground LUD has
always worked from. Not the promise of a thousand miles, but the first inch of it: a
conversation, a classroom, a single form filled out, each one a mark left behind for
the next person to find, and follow.

Partner Spotlight
What do you think about LUD as an idea?

What stands out most to me about LUD is the people behind
it, especially the young volunteers. At a time when we often
hear that the younger generation is becoming more
individualistic or digitally disconnected, it's refreshing to see
so many young people come together, take ownership,
collaborate, and work tirelessly for a shared purpose. That,
to me, is incredibly inspiring. LUD isn't just about dreaming
big; it's about creating a community where people actively
contribute to making those dreams a reality.

. Rashmirekha Sarma
What effect has being a partner had on you? Co-founder

Beyond Gurukul

Being a partner with LUD has been a truly learning
experience. It has given us the opportunity to connect with
people who genuinely believe in creating impact, and that
aligns perfectly with what we do at Beyond Gurukul. It has
also reminded me that meaningful change happens when
people with a shared purpose come together. We've built
wonderful relationships, reached more people, and walked
away with renewed energy to keep empowering individuals
to dream bigger and achieve more.

Beyond Gurukul

Beyond Gurukul, founded in Bengaluru in 2021, works in the space between
who someone is and who they're still becoming. Co-founders Rashmirekha
Sarma and Heena Saini spend their days turning uncertainty into clarity, one
workshop, one conversation, one carefully mentored step at a time. Know more

Email us on conference@letusdream.org to partner with Let Us Dream & for
more detalils.

Hear from our Community

What is the most meaningful impact LUD has created, and
what lesson from your LUD journey continues to stay with you? =

I think the most meaningful thing Let Us Dream has created is g
a cycle that continues through the people who become a part
of it. It passes on a sense of community and a sense of ¥
conviction that each person can contribute in their own way
and positively influence the lives of others, no matter how Nidhin Abraham
small the effort may seem. If I had to describe the spirit of LUD Youth Lead - Host
to someone who has never experienced it, I'd say it's a R Op%%tic?;g
community of people who genuinely value change and are

willing to invest their time and energy in something bigger

than themselves. It's not the titles or recognition that bring

people together, but the shared belief that meaningful change

begins when ordinary people choose to show up for others.

One lesson I've carried with me from my journey with LUD is

that change isn't created by one person alone, instead it grows

when people come together, each contributing what they can

and inspiring others to do the same. It reminds me of a quote:

“In every community, there is work to be done. In every nation,

there are wounds to heal. In every heart, there is the power to

do it.” I think that captures the spirit of LUD quite well.
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iF Ms. CatherinelNamratha

‘% Operations - Organization
Co-Chair

Ms Catherine Namratha, Operations Co-Chair for TICC 2026, speaks about
the quiet architecture behind every gathering, the coordination,
collaboration, and shared responsibility that hold a movement together long
before anyone sees its results. Her message is a reminder that TICC's
ambitions rest on the same ground this newsletter keeps returning to:
change built one careful, cooperative step at a time.

Different by Design

Have you ever stopped to think about why individuals perceive, interact, and
react so differently?

Join us for "Different by Design”, an engaging online workshop designed to help
you explore your natural personality style and appreciate the distinct strengths
every individual contributes.

Date: Friday, 31st July
Time: 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Mode: Online

Facilitator: Mr Jimmy Cherian - Founder, Creating Futures

Connect With LUD

Follow and stay in touch across our social platforms.
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/beyond-gurukul/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KSqnxMHUON8
https://forms.gle/vhWJjxLJ8m8zZtMU6
https://linkedin.com/company/dreams-band
https://twitter.com/LetUsDream5
https://facebook.com/ludreams.ludreams
https://youtube.com/channel/UCNw5z9O3LZ7OJlySigI9dlw
https://instagram.com/letus.dream
https://www.instagram.com/binc.cul?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
mailto:office@letusdream.org
http://letusdream.org/

